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Order, Ideology and Model Changes

Political Development in the Middle East since the
Arab Upheaval

Tang Zhichao

Abstract: The Arab upheaval is about to usher in its 10th anniversary. In the
past decade, great and profound changes have taken place in politics of MENA. This
paper attempts to analyze the political changes in the Middle East in the past decade
from three dimensions: order, ideology and mode. In short, the Middle East is
entering a post—American era with a profound shift of power. With the relative
decline of the United States, Russia and other new external forces as well as regional
powers took advantage of the situation. The traditional regional power system has been
subverted, the alliance system has disintegrated, and the state has been
fragmented. The state power structure is facing severe challenges from non-state
actors. Political and ideological changes in the Middle East have brought about
changes in political discourse. The new liberalism has come to an end in the era of
rapid development in the Middle East. The traditional narratives of democracy,
human rights, elections and secularization are being replaced by new discourse
systems such as justice, development, stability and reform. The development model
of Saudi Arabia, Iran and Turkey is quietly changing. The rapid political
transformation in the Middle East reflects the changes of the current global order and
the regional response especially brought about by it. At the same time, it also
highlights the rise of a new round of self—consciousness in the Middle East politics,
and opens a new process of political self—negation and self—reconstruction.

Key Words: Middle East Politics; Regional Order; Ideology; Model of

Political Development
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