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Lebanon Drug Problem under the Impact of

Internal Fragility and External Crisis

Yu Guoging & Chen Yao

Abstract: The illicit drug problem in Lebanon, which has a long history and
continues to this day, has had negative impacts on Lebanon’ s economy, security
and society and impeded the global anti—drug campaign. Despite efforts of the
Lebanese government and the international community on drug control, it remains
and even reveals a trend of expansion. Lebanon’s drug problem rooted in its
economic hardship. The illicit drug economy witnessed unprecedented growth during
the Lebanon Civil War because of the state’ s collapsed economy, and its recurrence
in the post —war period was due to the widening urban-rural gap. Besides, the
political fragmentation in Lebanon, caused by sectarian clashes, had solidified the
drug economic system. The g overnment’ s insufficient capability severely weakened
the anti—drug efforts when Hezbollah has played a more important role in the drug
trade. Since the outbreak of the Syrian Crisis in 2011, Lebanon’s drug economy has
boomed again as a result of the deterioration of its fragile economic and political
situations and Hezbollah’ s rising influence in Syria. The effective governance of
Lebanon’ s drug problem not only requires the authorities” more measures on drug
control, but also needs resolution of Lebanon’s economic and political issues in a
peaceful and stable external environment.
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