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Rethinking on the Process and Practice of African
Political Democratization
—Also on the Contrast between the Practice of African Democracy

and the Theory of Western Democratization

Zhang Hongming

Abstract: Democratization which is not a natural outcome of political
development in African countries is initiated upon the basis of external changes and
insufficient internal conditions. This has led to the anomie of democratic
transformation in most African countries which is prominently reflected in the
weakening of different degrees of original authoritarian regimes instead of their

successful disintegration and elimination. While the particular initiation and the

( (2019 ~2020) » 2020 148 ~ 174
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transformation anomie of democracy make democratic consolidation in most African

countries still staggering over the building of democratic systems the cultivation of
democratic culture remain far off. The true value contained in various political
activities instead of only the number of election cycles or the frequency of regime
change should be adopted as the primary references to judge the consolidation of
African democracy. The Predominant attention should be given to the quality rather
than the form of democracy. The African experience shows that democratization can
start from different foundations. Whether a country has enough preparatory
preconditions will directly determine the rate of democratization the quality of
democratic politics and the form and effectiveness of democratic institutions. This
also accounts for the emergence of “hybrid polities ” which is mixed with
characteristic of democracy and authoritarianism after political transformation. African
experience also suggests that “structural factors” and “process factors” have always
been companies of the democratization. However as the democratization deepens
the supporting role of social and economic factors is becoming more evident than that
of “political actors ” . The democratic politics of African countries does not
completely copy the external experience in particularly the Western model. It is the
product combining the fundamentals of democratic politics with African practice. The
ongoing political development of African countries is generally compatible with their
social and economic development level. In this sense  “hybrid polities” may become
a “normalized” type of political system which Africa is going to experience for a long
time.

Key words: African politics; democratic initiation; democratic transition;

democratic consolidation; quality of democracy
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