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R, BEEERER, WA B, 1994 42, 45 460 ~467 1.
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Perspectives, Greenwood Press London, 1988, p.23.
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The Evolution of Israel’ s Diplomatic Strategy towards

African Arab Countries

—Also on the New Breakthrough and Influence of Arab—Israeli Relations
Yu Guoging

Abstract: In October and December 2020, Israel normalized its diplomatic
relations with Sudan and Morocco respectively. This is not only the new harvest of the
development of Israel’ s relations with Arab countries after the normalization of
Israel” s relations with the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain in 2020, but also a
new breakthrough in Israel” s diplomacy towards Africa after the establishment of
formal diplomatic relations with Egypt in 1979. Looking back at history, since the
founding of the state of Israel, Israel’s policy towards Africa has always occupied an
important position in its all — round diplomacy, and its relations with African Arab
countries are difficult and must be explored. The relationship between Israel and
African Arab countries has gone through the period of strategic layout in the 1950s
and the 1960s, the period of strategic breakthrough from the 1970s to the end of the
1990s, and the period of strategic optimization and new breakthrough since the
beginning of the 21st century. Israel” s policy towards African Arab countries not only
focuses on planning the country’s long — term strategic development space, but also
seeks different practical interests. The normalization of Israel” s relations with Sudan
and Morocco in the new period shows that Israel is significantly stepped its policy
towards African Arab countries under the context of majors changes in the
geopolitical landscape of West Asia and North Africa, as well as the increasing
influences of Turkey, Iran and the UAE in the region. It may also create conditions
for Israel to further develop African and Arab markets.

Key words: Israeli diplomacy; African Arab states; Arab — Israeli relations;

strategic layout; strategic breakthrough; strategic advances
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