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Islamic education in West Africa: a historical survey

LI Wengang
( Institute of West Asian and African Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: Islamic education has a glorious history and rich accumulation in West Africa. In the second
half of the 19th century, Western-style education brought about by missionaries and British or French colonial
rule has impacted Islamic education in West Africa, but did not and could not replace it. Since independence,
Islamic education in West Africa has been undergoing continuous adjustment and transformation in the rapid
changing world. Islamic education that is better integrated with secular education has been included in the u-
nited modern education system of African countries. Looking ahead, various forms of Islamic schools will per—
sist in West Africa and continue to play an important role in the education of Muslim children.

Key words: West Africa; Islamic education; Islamic school; Western style education
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